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Seminar Description

The seminar focusses on the economic literature that interprets international agreements as self-
enforcing contracts. A strong focus lies on applications relating to international environmental agree-
ments and resource economics, mostly related to the climate crisis. One application of the self-enforcing
contracts are international environmental agreements between a climate coalition and polluting coun-
tries. Other examples are trade, borrowing and lending and climate accords.

Many of the papers to be presented in the seminar have a strong theory part, featuring mathematical
models and their applications. A leading question to all of the papers is how member states can be
incentivized to comply with certain features of international contracts.

Each seminar participant will present and review one or two papers, giving an in-depth summary and
a critical assessment.

Prerequisites

No single course from the master program is required. Yet, participants should be familiar with (or
willing to learn in self-study) in-depth examination of the relevant mathematical tools.

Organization

All meetings of the seminar are currently scheduled to take place in person. Further organizational
issues will be discussed in the introductory meeting.

Important Dates

Introductory meeting: Thursday, April 23, 2026, 10:15 am to 13:45

Regular bilateral meetings: Tuesdays, 9:00 am to 9:45 am, upon arrangement
Hand-in list of preferences of topics: Wednesday, April 29, 2026, noon (12:00 pm)
Assignments: Thursday, April 30, 2026, midnight

Hand-in term paper: Friday, June 26, 2026, noon (12:00 pm)

Presentations: Thursday, July 2, 2026, 10 am - 5:00 pm
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