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Seminar Description (German)

The seminar participants will apply empirical methods to investigate the influence of various events
on international trade flows. Examples of such events (or ‘shocks’) are changes in trade policy, e.g.
tariffs and countervailing duties, embargoes or establishment of free trade zones, but also changes
in political conditions within countries, which affect the internal demand or supply of certain goods
(e.g., carbon tax, subsidies). An introductory session provides an overview of the relevant empirical
methods and gives a list of possible topics. Students subsequently select their individual seminar
topics. After individually studying the relevant literature, students produce their own empirical work
on their individual topics. The analysis is usually based on detailed UN data (comtrade) of trade flows
in the period around specific events.

Seminar requirements

While no single course is required, the course “International Trade: Theory and Policy” will prove
very helpful. Knowledge of basic trade theory as well as some econometric tools (panel estimations,
instrumental variable estimations) is expected from seminar participants.

Organization

The seminar will take place in person. In the introductory meeting, we will discuss further organiza-
tional issues including formal requirements of the presentation and thesis.

Introductory meeting: April 23rd 2025, 10:15 – 13:45, TBA

Choices of Topic and Assignments: April 29th 2025, noon, online

Hand-In Exposes: May 14th 2025, midnight, online

Presentations Exposes: May 16th 2025, 08:30 – 16:00, TBA

Registration: May 19th 2025, (Studienbüro!)

Regular Meetings: Tuesday, 15:00 – 16:00, upon agreement

Hand-in Thesis: July 14th 2025, noon (Studienbüro!)
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