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The aim of the seminar and the subsequent bachelor thesis is to apply standard econometric tools to 
assess the effects of trade policy on trade flows. To that aim, seminar participants use publicly 
available data on international trade flows and analyze them based on the gravity equation of 
international trade, linear regressions of cost-pass-through, or similar frameworks. Typical topics 
include  

(i) The evaluation of specific Trade Agreements (FTA, PTA) on trade flows among signing 
countries (trade creation) as well as trade between each signing country and third 
countries (trade diversion).  

(ii) The evaluation of trade embargos as a form of negative trade agreement.  
(iii) The impact of Anti-Dumping tariffs on the import price of affected goods and the 

resulting welfare losses for the affected countries.  
(iv) The impact of trade policy uncertainty on trade flows.  

 

Dates  

Kick-off meeting: 16 April 2021, 8:30 – 10:00 via MS Teams (link in Moodle) 

Assignment of papers:  23. April 2021 

Student presentations: 7 May 2021, exact time TBA 

Hand-in Thesis:  9 July 2021 

 

Course requirements  

No specific course from the master program is required for attending the seminar. However, good 
knowledge of trade theory (as acquired, e.g., the course “International Trade – Theory and Policy”) as 
well as standard econometric methods (in particular, panel estimations) are very helpful for a 
successful attendance.   
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